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Learning outcomes of the lecture

Participants recognize the most important pedagocical aspects which
need to take into account when teaching nursing science theories to 
master and doctoral students.

Participants are aware of the importance of nursing science theories
for nursing education curriculum.
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Describe the most challenging thing when you teach (or will teach) 
nursing theories to master and/or PhD nursing science students.

Go to the Padlet website:

https://padlet.com/hanna_hopia/cnlx3p9gcw7d

The address is also in ZOOM chat box – you can copy it from there. 

https://padlet.com/hanna_hopia/cnlx3p9gcw7d
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Prior to the
development of 
nursing science 
theories nursing

was seen

…as a task-
oriented
profession

… trained by
doctors

…. without an 
ability to think
critically and 
independently
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Nursing faculty 
members are 

responsible for 
developing 

curriculum to 
prepare nurses…

…to work rapidly 
changing, increasingly 
complex healthcare 
environment

… who face an ever-
changing, 
unpredictable future 
within healthcare

….who can think critically, 
demand evidence and can
practice independently
and collaborate when
necessery
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To meet these current requirements…

Nursing faculty must provide opportunities for students to 
develop a clear understanding of what nursing is and what 
are the values and beliefs inherent in nursing

To prepare nurses who will have the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes to continuously improve the quality of nursing and 
safety of patient care. 

This implies all education levels

- especially on master and doctoral levels
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What each Kazakhstani Nursing faculty need to critically think and decide?

What is the knowledge base of nursing education curriculum

on bachelor level ?

on master level ?

on doctoral level ?

Could it be one of the existing nursing science theory that has been continuously tested?
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Published in 2000!
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Turkel et al. 2018 (adapted):

Are there enough nursing science in 
(master and PhD) nursing programs?

Why nursing science begins at the end of the 
road (in nursing doctoral programs) and not at the 
beginning (in bachelor programs)? 

-> difficult to convince PhD students if we have 
not educated them on bachelor and master levels.

Some programs (USA) refer to theories and 
evidence-based outcomes, but it is not clear 
whether the evidence is from nursing science 
or other disciplines. 

There is more attention to interprofessional 
practice than to nursing theory-driven 
practice. 

DARK CLOUDS, EXAMPLES DARK CLOUDS, EXAMPLES



ACCELERATING MASTER AND PHD LEVEL NURSING EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT
IN THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM IN KAZAKHSTAN
NO.618052-EPP-1-2020-1LT-EPPKA2-CBHE-SP

Turkel et al. 2018:
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Turkel et al. 2018: Another bright cloud
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A stable but dynamic curriculum for nursing education
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A stable but dynamic curriculum for nursing education
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Must reinforce the importance of utilizing nursing theories as curriculum framework 

Specific purpose is to define the appropriate content for nursing education programs 

Return the focus of nursing education to NURSING and the OUTCOMES of nursing

Using nursing theory as a framework for curriculum ensures that graduates know  the conceptual basis of their 
practice 

Must enhance nurse educators’ understanding of and appreciation of nursing theories for curriculum frameworks
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Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs)

Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs)
……assess the quality of care delivered to patients from the patient perspective.

For example:

After the x surgery procedure PROMs measure a patient’s health status or health-related quality of life at a 
single point in time, and are collected through self-completed questionnaires. 

Nursing theories as a framework for nursing curriculum can help to define and understand
what is the quality of nursing care from patient’s point of view
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The Importance of Nursing Science Theory for Nurse Education

Provide the foundations for nursing practice, give knowledge base for nurses

Help students, graduates and nurses to understand their purpose and role in the healthcare industry

Build students a sense of professional identity

Prepare students and nurses to critically reflect on the assumptions and question the values in nursing
-> help defining nursing and increasing knowledge base

Allow the nursing profession to maintain its professional limits and boundaries

Other healthcare providers acknowledge and understand the unique contribution that nurses make to 
healthcare service

Show in which direction nursing should develop in the future
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Pedagogy of teaching nursing science theories
Nursing science theory to guide the practice,
Foundation of nursing

Bachelor 
education

Nursing science theories in nursing practice and in research

Master education

Deepening the knowledge of 
nursing science theories

Doctoral education
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Read, understand and use
nursing science theory
(theories) in nursing practice.

BACHELOR 
STUDENTS

Using multiple theories in 
nursing practice and in 
research (middle-range
theories, grand theories, 
conceptual models…)

Translate published theories
into practice

MASTER 
STUDENTS

Translates nursing science 
theories for use in education, 
management, research and 
practice

Carry out research to test
existing theories

Carry out research to 
produce new nursing science 
knowledge (theories)

DOCTORAL 
STUDENTS

Adapted from The American Association of Colleges of Nursing 

EACH LEVEL OF EDUCATION SHOULD BUILD UPON EACH OTHERS
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List positive things and challenges (barriers) if Kazakh nursing faculties would use a nursing theory as 
a framework for their nursing education.

Go to the Padlet website:

https://padlet.com/hanna_hopia/7wmz79ryy995w4d1

The address is also in ZOOM chat box – you can copy it from there.

https://padlet.com/hanna_hopia/7wmz79ryy995w4d1
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The focus IS NOT lecturing nursing science theories to the students

Focus is on

that students (all level) understand and internalize nursing science theories

Requires

student-centered pedagogical solutions

Pedagogy of teaching nursing science theories
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Student-centered pedagogy
Teachers develop learner autonomy and independence by putting responsibility 
for the learning to students themselves 

-> what does it mean when you teach nursing science theories? 

Instructions/tasks/assignments focus on skills and practices that 
enable lifelong learning and independent critical thinking

-> what kind of assignments you will give to students?

Highlights the student’s critical role in understanding the meaning of nursing science theories 
and how they can be applied in nursing practice/research/management/education

-> how this affects on your teaching?
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Examples of methods when teaching nursing theories to PhD students

Give reading on nursing theories prior to face-to-
face learning/online learning

- > DISCUSS PROS AND CONS OF THE THEORIES

- > FORM A PANEL OF THE STUDENTS

- > ORGANIZE DEBATING COMPETITIONS

- > + other collaborative methods

Show students different ways of using nursing 
science theories

- students familiarized themselves with the nursing 
theories and application of theories 
- in nursing practice + in different fields of nursing
- in management & leadership
- in education
- in research

Courage students to critically reflect so they really 
understand the usage of theories for different 
purposes
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LINKAGES BETWEEN RESEARCH AND THEORY

Research generates theory inductively from practice 
- theory-generating research

Research tests theory deductively in practice 
- Theory-testing research

Theory guides the research project 
- Theory-framed research

Research evaluates the use of theory in practice 
- Theory-evaluating research

(McKenna et al. 2014)
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Teach PhD students to understand how and why theory can guide 
them across phases of research

Phase 1: Conceptualizing the Clinical Problem
Phase 2: Describing How to Choose a Theory
Phase 3: Describing How Theory Guides Study Aims
Phase 4: Delineating How Theory Guides Methods (e.g., experimental studies, descriptive studies)
Phase 5: Describing How Theory Can Guide Analyses
Phase 6: Reporting Study Results
Phase 7: Incorporating Theory in Summary Discussions

From: Maichou et al. 2017. How could nurse researchers apply theory to generate knowledge more efficiently? 
Nursing Scholarship, 49(5): 580–589. doi:10.1111/jnu.12316
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Check from existing Nursing science PhD programs worldwide, e.g.,  

- curriculum and its knowledge base
- contents of the courses
- assignments, tests, tasks…
- evaluation criteria

- > as an example for you

Examples of methods when teaching nursing theories to PhD students
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Materials to use in teaching PhD students

Use high quality nursing science theory books and 
e-books, e.g., Use reliable nursing theory websites, e.g.,

https://nursing-theory.org/index.php

https://nursing-theory.org/index.php
https://nursing-theory.org/index.php
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Use current scholarly articles of nursing theories, 
e.g., 

Use PhD dissertations as examples of nursing
theory application

Materials to use in teaching PhD students
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Master’s degree earned nurses who enter
research-focused doctoral programs and who have a strong 
foundation in the theories of the nursing science discipline 

will develop strong expertise as nurse scholars and thus can 
give huge contribution to healthcare and people!
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Thank you for your attention and cooperation!

- Hanna Hopia -
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